LISBON  AND   OPORTO
of 1147. When Portugal was only nineteen years old, Lisbon was
already becoming known as a seaport. It had been on the trade
routes between Britain and the Mediterranean for centuries.
Osbert,2 for example, passing the lighthouse tower at Corunna,
referred to it as " a wonderful work which was formerly built by
Julius Caesar in order that it might serve as a centre through which
the revenues and the interminable lawsuits of all Britain and Ireland
and Spain might pass to and from. For it is so situated that it
offers the first landing place for travellers coming directly over from
Britain ".
Osbert liked the look of the river and admired the surrounding
country, but he seems to have taken a poorer view of Lisbon. To
him the city was a "breeding ground of every lust and abomination'*.
His fellow crusaders numbered 13,000 all told. They were not all
crusaders in the strictest sense, individuals who were determined to
sacrifice all they possessed, their lives if necessary, in the service of
God, No, there were others amongst them : adventurers, fortune-
hunters, pirates and their like who had heard tales of the wealth of
Lisbon and of the discovery, perhaps, of gold on the south bank of
the river, and others to whom a crusade in whatever cause repre-
sented a business undertaking and an opportunity to get away from
commitments at home. But they were a rugged lot and they
fought bravely and fell in considerable numbers. They sailed from
Dartmouth in Devon late in May in 164 ships. They were from
East Anglia, London, Kent, the southern counties and the west
country, Germany, France, and the Low Countries. Hervey of
Glanville, Andrev/ of London and Simon of Dover led the British
contingent. The Germans were under Count Arnold of Aerschot,
a nephew of Godfrey, Duke of Lower Lotharingia, and the Flemings
and Boulogners under Christian of Ghistelles. Five stormy days
at sea elapsed before the first ships anchored " at the mouth of the
Doyra in which lay the city of Portugala ". The news of the
arrival of the crusaders reached AfTonso Henriques. They were
met by the Bishop of Oporto, Pedro Pitoes, who addressed them
on the King's behalf as follows : " Knowing in advance of your
coming the King has ordered us to remain here to await you in
order that we might speak to you in his place. If, perchance, God
should put it into your hearts that you with all your fleet should go
with him and remain with him until by God's will and your help
the city of Lisbon be taken, we will promise money to your forces
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